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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 21-44 have been examined. The Application 09/258,302 (POINT 
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM) has a filing date 2/26/1999 and foreign priority of 
03/03/1998. 

Response to Amendment 

2. In response to Non Final Rejection filed 11/03/2004, the Applicant filed an 
Amendment on 04/04/2005, which amended claims 21-28, 38, 39 and 42. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action : 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 21-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Takaragi et al (U.S. 4,885,788) in view of Mori et al (U.S. 5,659,166) and further in view 
of Egglestpn (US 6,061,660). 

As per claims 21-26 and 38, Takaragi et al teach: 

A point management system comprising: 

a point system management apparatus for registering information of a store 
which participates in a point system, and for providing the store with a register store 
number for identifying the store and a crypt key of the store for encrypting data, both of 
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said register store number and said crypt key of the store being peculiar to the store 
(see column 2, lines 1-25; see column 3, lines 59-65). Takaragi does not expressly 
mention a register store number corresponding to a store. However, lines 20-25 of 
column 1 teach that the IC card has transaction areas that are different depending upon 
the store, so that one store is not allowed to make reference to the transactions of other 
stores. And lines 59-67 of column 3 and figure 6, item 117 teach that each transaction 
area has a different authentication code that is used by each store to access its specific 
transaction area. Also, Takaragi teaches in column 2, lines 5-24 teaches "The IC card 
administrator assigns an encipher key code and a decipher key code for each of the 
transaction areas, writes an available upper-limit amount of money and the encipher key 
code or the decipher key code on a portion of the corresponding transaction area, and 
encrypts the transaction area using the encipher key. The IC card administrator hands 
the IC card over to the user. The IC card administrator further hands the encipher keys 
and the decipher keys to the respective individual stores so that they can encrypt and 
decipher the transaction areas. Owing to the above mentioned procedures different 
encipher keys and decipher keys are held by the different stores. Therefore, a given 
store is permitted to process only the transaction areas that correspond to the encipher 
key and the decipher key held by that store from among the plurality of transactions 
areas contained in the IC card". Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the application was made, to know that each 
transaction area would have a unique authentication code that would function as the 
registered store number corresponding to a store. This feature, in combination with the 
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encipher codes that are also different for each store (see column 8, lines 25-30), would 
keep the information from one store secret from the other stores. 

Takaragi teaches an IC card that has a memory having a plurality of storage 
areas, each of said point storage areas storing point data, which is assigned 
corresponding to a customer's use, and a point management application, having a crypt 
key corresponding to said crypt key of the store, for processing data, including point 
data encrypted by said crypt key of the store, using said crypt key of said point 
management application, and for managing access to a point storage area 
corresponding to the store based on a register store number corresponding to the store 
and a reading and writing apparatus which reads and writes said IC card by using said 
register store number and said crypt key of the store wherein each point storage area of 
a store is formed in corresponding relation to a register store number of the store to 
permit the point storage area of the store to be accessed using the register store 
number and a crypt key (see Takagari column 2, lines 1-17; column 3, lines 59-65, 
column 8, lines 25-31). Takaragi does not teach the store of point data in the IC card. 
However, Mori teaches of an IC card that stores point data in an IC card and a point 
management system that checks if the number of points has reached a predetermined 
number. When the predetermined number of points has been reached, this state is 
automatically judged, and the predetermined number of points is converted into a 
number, which is then added to the pre-paid region of the card (see column 5, lines 35- 
45). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the application was made, to know that if the Takaragi IC card stores account 



Application/Control Number: 09/258,302 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3622 

balances (see column 4, lines 63-67 - column 5, lines 1-15), it would also store point 
data, as taught by Mori. Each store would have a different transaction area in the 
Takaragi card and would store the balance and amount of points accumulated for that 
particular store. The granting of points would be an incentive for customers to use the 
Takaragi card as every purchase would increase the number of points that would be 
used to redeem awards or to receive credits. 

Eggleston teaches an IC card that has a memory storing a card number and 
point data which is assigned corresponding to a use of said IC card by a customer and 
reads the card number and the point data from the IC card and transmits the card 
number and the point data (see Eggleston column 42, lines 14-67; column 13, lines 5- 
67); a reference center (i.e. Host computer; see Eggleston figure 3, item 18) which 
stores numbers and associated customer data for customer using IC cards, said 
customer data for each customer including a name and an address of said customer 
(see Eggleston column 13, lines 5-67); and an application center (i.e. "sponsor 
website"; see Eggleston column 13, lines 44-67) which is connected to said reference 
center and said reading and writing apparatus, and which receives the card number and 
the point data from said reading and writing apparatus, holds the card number and the 
point data, conducts a lottery in respect to various customers, determines a winning 
customer who is the winner of said lottery as a result of conducting said lottery 
communicates with said reference center using said car number to retrieve from said 
reference center (i.e. host computer; see Eggleston figure 1, item 18) customer data 
corresponding to said winning customer, and sends a gift to an address of said winning 
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customer based on an address included in said customer data retrieved from said 
reference center (see Eggleston column 13, lines 29-67; column 42, lines 1-32; column 
21, line 65 - column 22, line 6). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the application was made, to know that if the Takagari 
IC card stores account balances (see column 4, line 63 - column 5, line 15), it would 
also store point data, as taught by Mori and would allow users of said IC card to 
participate and win prizes in incentive programs (i.e., lotteries or sweepstakes), as 
taught by Eggleston. Allowing IC cards' members to participate and win prizes in 
incentive program using said IC card would be an incentive for said members to 
continue using said IC card. 

As per claims 27, 28 and 42-44, Takaragi et al teach: 

A point management system comprising: 

point system management apparatus which registers stores which participate in 
a point system, and which provides each of the stores with a register store number, and 
a crypt key which are peculiar to the store, and which controls a plurality of said stores 
as a group and provides to the group of stores a group number which is peculiar to the 
group (see column 2, lines 1-25; see column 3, lines 59-65). Takaragi does not 
expressly mention a register store number corresponding to a store. However, lines 20- 
25 of column 1 teach that the IC card has transaction areas that are different depending 
upon the store, so that one store is not allowed to make reference to the transactions of 
other stores. And lines 59-67 of column 3 and figure 6, item 117 teach that each 
transaction area has a different authentication code that is used by each store to access 
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its specific transaction area. Also, Takaragi teaches in column 2, lines 5-24 teaches 
"The IC card administrator assigns an encipher key code and a decipher key code for 
each of the transaction areas, writes an available upper-limit amount of money and the 
encipher key code or the decipher key code on a portion of the corresponding 
transaction area, and encrypts the transaction area using the encipher key. The IC card 
administrator hands the IC card over to the user. The IC card administrator further 
hands the encipher keys and the decipher keys to the respective individual stores so 
that they can encrypt and decipher the transaction areas. Owing to the above 
mentioned procedures different encipher keys and decipher keys are held by the 
different stores. Therefore, a given store is permitted to process only the transaction 
areas that correspond to the encipher key and the decipher key held by that store from 
among the plurality of transactions areas contained in the IC card". Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the application was 
made, to know that each transaction area would have a unique authentication code that 
would function as the register store number corresponding to a store. This feature, in 
combination with the encipher codes that are also different for each store (see column 
8, lines 25-30), would keep the information from one store secret from the other stores. 

Takaragi does not expressly teach a group transaction area where several stores 
would save their transaction data. However, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the application was made, to know that if Takaragi 
has different transaction areas in the same IC card, it would have a transaction area 
that would be used by several stores. The stores would have the same encipher key to 
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access that area and would save their data in the same transaction area (see column 2, 
lines 17-25). This feature would help stores to share data between them. 

Takaragi teaches an IC card having a memory having a plurality of point storage 
areas, each storing point data which is assigned by each of the stores corresponding to 
a customer's use and a group point storage area storing group point data which is 
assigned by the stores corresponding to a customer's use of a store in the group, and a 
point management application, having a crypt key corresponding to said crypt key of the 
store, for processing data, including point data encrypted by said crypt key of the store, 
using said crypt key of said point management application, managing access to a point 
storage area corresponding to the store based on a register store number 
corresponding to the store, and managing access to said group point storage area 
based on said group number and a reading and writing apparatus which reads and 
writes said IC card by using said register store number corresponding to the store, said 
group number and said crypt key of the store, wherein each point storage area of a 
store is formed in corresponding relation to a register store number of the store to 
permit the point storage area of the store to be accessed using the register store 
number and a crypt key (see column 2, lines 1-17; column 3, lines 59-65, column 8, 
lines 25-31). Takaragi does not teach the store of point data in the IC card and reads 
the card number and the point data from the IC card and transmits the card number and 
the point data. However, Mori teaches of an IC card that stores point data in an IC card 
and a point management system that checks if the number of points has reached a 
predetermined number. When the predetermined number of points has been reached, 
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this state is automatically judged, the predetermined number of points is converted into 
a number, which is then added to the pre-paid region of the card (see column 5, lines 
35-45). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the application was made, to know that if the Tanager's IC card stores account 
balances (see column 4, lines 63-67 - column 5, lines 1-15), it would also store point 
data, as taught by Mori. Each store would have a different transaction area in the 
Takaragi card and would store the balance and amount of points accumulated for that 
particular store. The granting of points would be an incentive for customers to use the 
Takaragi card as every purchase would increase the number of points that would be 
used to redeem awards or to receive credits. 

Eggleston teaches IC card having a memory storing a card number and point 
data which is assigned corresponding to a use of said IC card by a customer (see 
Eggleston column 13, lines 29-67) a reference center (i.e. Host computer; see column 
12, lines 20-35) which stores numbers and associated customer data for customer 
using IC cards, said customer data for each customer including a name and an address 
of said customer (see Eggleston column 13, lines 6-42); and 

a reader and writer which reads the card number and the point data from the IC 
card and transmits the card number and the point data (see Eggleston column 42, lines 
14-25); 

an application center (i.e. Host computer; see Eggleston figure 3, item 18) which 
is connected to said reference center and said reader and writer, and which receives 
the card number and the point data from said reader and writer, holds the card number 
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and the point data, conducts a lottery in respect to various customers, determines a 
winning customer who is the winner of said lottery as a result of conducting said lottery 
communicates with said reference center using said car number to retrieve from said 
reference center customer data corresponding to said winning customer, and sends a 
gift to an address of said winning customer based on an address included in said 
customer data retrieved from said reference center (see column 13, lines 29-65; column 
column 21, line 65 - column 22, line 6). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the application was made, to know that if 
the Takagari IC card stores account balances (see column 4, line 63 - column 5, line 
15), it would also store point data, as taught by Mori and would allow users of said IC 
card to participate and win prizes in incentive programs (i.e., lotteries or sweepstakes), 
as taught by Eggleston. Allowing IC cards' members to participate and win prizes in 
incentive program using said IC card would be an incentive for said members to 
continue using said IC card. 

As per claim 29, Takaragi et al teach: 

An IC card according to claim 22, wherein said point management application 
distinguishes data transmitted from a reading and writing apparatus of several stores 
and records points in an area within said plurality of point storage areas of said memory 
(see column 2, lines 1-30; column 8, lines 25-30). 

As per claim 30, Takaragi et al teach: 
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An IC card according to claim 29, wherein said point management application 
allows access to an area that corresponds to transmitted data and prohibits access to 
other areas (see column 8, lines 25-30). 

As per claim 31 , Takaragi et al teach: 

An IC card according to claim 29, wherein said point management application 
allows writing point data into an area that corresponds to transmitted data, and prohibits 
writing to other areas, and reads point data from both an area that corresponds to 
transmitted data and another store's area (see column 3, lines 55-67 - column 4, lines 
1-15; column 8, lines 25-31 ). 

As per claim 32, Takaragi et al teach: 

A point management system according to claim 25, wherein said point 
management application distinguishes data transmitted from a reading and writing 
apparatus of several stores and records points in an area them within said plurality of 
point storage areas of said memory (see column 2, lines 1-25; column 8, lines 25-31). 

As per claim 33, Takaragi et al teach: 

A point management system according to claim 32, wherein said point 
management application allows access to an area that corresponds to transmitted data 
and prohibits access to other areas (see column 8, lines 25-32). 

As per claim 34, Takaragi et al teach: 

A point management system according to claim 32, wherein said point 
management application allows writing point data into an area that corresponds to 
transmitted data, and prohibits writing to other areas, and reads point data from both an 
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area that corresponds to transmitted data and another store's area (see column 3, lines 
59-67 - column 4, lines 1-7; column 8, lines 25-31). 
As per claim 35, Takaragi et al teach: 

An IC card according to claim 22, wherein each of said point storage areas has a 
history storage area storing times of using said IC card in the store corresponding to 
said point storage area (see figure 3, item 61 ). 

As per claims 36, 40 and 41 , Takaragi et al teach: 

A point management system according to claim 25, wherein said point 
management application writes crypt key peculiar to the new store when securing the 
point storage area for the new store (see column 8, lines 25-31 ). 

As per claim 37, Takaragi et al teach: 

A point management system according to claim 25, wherein each of said point 
storage areas has a history storage area storing times of using said IC card in the store 
corresponding to said point storage area (see column 8, lines 25-31). 

Claim 39 contains the same limitations as claims 21 and 22 therefore the same 
rejection is applied. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 21 -44 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL LASTRA whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6720. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ERIC W STAMBER can be reached on 571-272-6724. The RightFax 
number of the Examiner is 571-273-6720. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications, may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Daniel Lastra 



May 30, 2005 



